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Sespe Cienega Restoration and Pubilc Access Project

Vision

About Santa Clara River Conservancy

Vision

The Santa Clara River Conservancy (SCRC) is a
non-profit, collaborative land trust focusing on restoring
native habitat to one of California’s most dynamic watersheds. SCRC encourages the community to join the
organization’s mission through various outreach, education, recreation events, activities, and volunteer efforts.

Public Access
The surrounding communities are currently isolated
from the river and have asked for increased public
access to the river for some time. SCRC and
CDFW hope to address some of that demand in
the envisioned public access improvements on this
property. The plans for public access improvements will include design of interpretative displays
and walking trails that will allow for public access
to and along the Santa Clara River, ultimately
increasing the public access footprint along the
Santa Clara River that is the Santa Clara River
Parkway vision.

Project Description

The goal of this planning effort at Sespe Cienega is to
develop working plans to restore riparian and wetland
habitats and natural river function to this property under
permanent protection by CDFW, and to provide public
access to the river for the communities of Fillmore, Santa
Paula, and Piru. Restoring the river to its natural and
historical functions has additional benefits to the
surrounding area by providing a space for sustainable
agriculture, land conservation, and climate resilience. The
planning process will be a joint effort among the Santa
Clara River Conservancy (SCRC), the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and the University of
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB).
The restoration and public access plan will include
development of baseline environmental conditions;
identification of data gaps; hydrologic analysis; vegetation surveys; listed, special status and sensitive species
surveys; identification of restoration opportunities and
constraints; public outreach meetings; development of
conceptual restoration and public access alternatives,
and selection of a preferred alternative; identification of
permitting and environmental review requirements; and
completion of engineering design and specifications.

Restoration
SCRC, in coordination with UCSB, CDFW, and Still
Water Sciences will develop working plans to
guide restoration of riparian and wetland habitats
and natural river function on the property to its
historic natural state. A major goal for this project
is to plan for restoration of native riparian habitat
on this property. The designation of the Cienega as
n ecological reserve provides a tremendous
opportunity to return this degraded agricultural
landscape to an extensive wetland complex that
mimics, if not fully re-creates, the rare ecological
function that was historically present. Restoration
of riparian habitat at the project site will include
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Sespe Cienega Restoration and Public Access Project

History of Site
Historically, artesian flows in the Santa Clara River near the City of
Fillmore supported one of the most extensive freshwater wetland
complexes in the lower watershed, referred to as the “Cienega” or
“Sespe Cienega.” The California Watercress property, the 269- acre
planning area for this project, has been extensively farmed since the
early 1900s. By 2005, the majority of the wetland area had been
converted to farmland. Very few patches of cottonwood-willow forest
remain on the property. These areas once restored have high habitat
value for wildlife, including listed species such as Least Bell’s vireo,
Southwestern willow flycatcher and Western yellow-billed cuckoo.

!

The project site will also become part of the Santa
Clara River Parkway, a regional greenway that
ultimately will extend from the Pacific Ocean 100
miles to the origin of the river in Los Angeles
County.

Description of Site

The Santa Clara River is one of the least altered river systems in all of
California and is one of the only river systems in southern California
that remains in its natural state without significant channelization. The
river flows over 100 miles from the San Gabriel Mountains in Los
Angeles County to the Pacific Ocean between the cities of Oxnard and
Ventura. The Sespe Cienega site is an approximately 340-acre site
that was a historically perennial freshwater marsh located just
upstream of the confluence of Sespe Creek with the Santa Clara River
near Fillmore. The wetlands were a major landmark and water source
in the relatively dry Santa Clara River Valley. Since 2017, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has owned a majority of the
Sespe Cienega, consisting of the California Watercress property and
the Fillmore Fish Hatchery. The Sespe Cienega site is made up of five
properties: the California Watercress site, the Fish Hatchery site, a
Nature Conservancy-owned property, and the Roth and Nature Park
properties.
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This project site will become an “Ecological
Reserve” pursuant to CCR Section 630 under the
Fish and Game Commission. This will prioritize the
protection of protection of rare, threatened, or
endangered native plants, wildlife, aquatic organisms, and specialized terrestrial or aquatic habitat
types.

The project site will also become part of the Santa
Clara River Parkway, a regional greenway that
ultimately will extend from the Pacific Ocean 100
miles to the origin of the river in Los Angeles
County.

